Town of Dewey-Humboldt
General Plan Assessment

December 27, 2021

(PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK)

Table of Contents

Introduction...................................................................................................1
• Dewey-Humboldt 2009 General Plan Assessment Process............... 2
• General Plan Assessment Process Summary Chart............................ 3
2009 General Plan Overview........................................................................5
• About General Plans............................................................................... 6
• Town of Dewey-Humboldt 2009 General Plan.................................... 7
Future Planning Considerations..................................................................9
• Dewey-Humboldt Today & In The Future.......................................... 10
• Dewey-Humboldt Map......................................................................... 15
• Future Planning Considerations.......................................................... 16
2009 General Plan Assessment..................................................................19
• Community Survey Summary.............................................................. 20
• 2009 General Plan Assessment........................................................... 23
Appendix: Community Survey Summary.................................................25

(PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK)

Introduction

Introduction

The Purpose Of This Assessment
This assessment examines the extent to which the adopted 2009 General Plan addresses topics that have been
identified by the community as future planning considerations.
Purpose of a General Plan
A General Land Use Plan helps a community manage one of its most important assets - its land. Through a
General Plan a community can direct the types of growth and infrastructure investments appropriate to its
character and capacity. A general plan guides zoning (the specific use and development of a parcel or parcels
of land), and in accordance with Arizona Revised Statutes §9-462.01 all zoning shall be consistent with and
conform to the adopted general plan.
State Laws and General Plan Requirements
Arizona State law (ARS §9-461.05) requires cities and towns to adopt a "comprehensive, long-range general
plan for the development of the municipality." This statute describes the general plan as "...a statement of
community goals and development policies" and states that the plan "shall include maps, any necessary
diagrams and text setting forth objectives, principles, standards and plan proposals." At a minimum, State
law requires a General Plan to include elements (chapters) addressing land use and circulation. Additionally,
for towns with a population greater than 2,500 and less than 10,000 with a more than 2% per year average
annual population growth rate during the 10 year period before the most recent U.S. Census, the General Plan
must include elements addressing open space, growth areas, environmental planning, cost of development,
water resources, and conservation. Additional general plan elements are required for cities and towns with
populations of 50,000 and more.
ARS §9-461.06 states a general plan is effective for a period of ten years, from its original adoption and on or
before the tenth anniversary of the plan, the existing plan shall be readopted or a new general plan shall be
adopted.
The Town of Dewey-Humboldt has a 2020 U.S. Census population of 4,326 persons, an increase over its
2010 census reported population of 3,894 persons; or an average annual growth rate of 1.1% per annum. In
accordance with State law, the Town is required base its' General Plan on
U.S. Census growth to determine which requirements to meet. In the case
Town Of Dewey-Humboldt
of Dewey-Humboldt the general plan is required by statute to include a land
General Plan
use and a circulation element. The Town may include other general plan
Steering Committee
elements at its discretion.1

Town of Dewey-Humboldt 2009 General
Plan Assessment Process
In late 2019, the Town initiated a competitive process to select a consultant
to help it to assess the extent to which adopted General Plan could serve
as a guide for future planning. In January of 2020, after Council review
and discussion of its proposal to assist the Town in assessing its 2009
General Plan, the Town hired PLAN*et. Over the next 17 months, the Town
organized a General Plan Steering Committee (GPSC) to provide input into
the Assessment Process. The Committee held its first meeting in June, 2021.
The General Plan Committee includes five resident and two non-resident
members.

Sharla Mortimer, Chair
Gregg Ostro, Vice Chair
Christopher Baker
Judy Kerber
Mel Kuhnel
William Lacey (NonResident/Non-Voting)
Sandra Palm
Denise Rogers

1. The Arizona Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO) July 2021 revised population estimates report the Town
of Dewey-Humboldt population as 4,369 persons. The OEO estimates are based on the most recent 2020 U.S
Census data, and are revised to reflect changes between the April Census and July estimate date.
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General Plan Assessment Process Summary Chart

START

END

Town Council
XXX. XX, 2022

• Presentation of
Recommendations

Planning & Zoning
Commission
XXX. X, 2022

• Presentation of
Recommendations

GPSC Meeting 5
XXX. X, 2022
PRIMARY ITEMS OF
DISCUSSION

• Review & Comment
on 2009 General Plan
Assessment Report
• Recommendation on
2009 General Plan
update.

GPSC Meeting 1
June 17, 2021

GPSC Meeting 2
July 19, 2021

GPSC Meeting 3
August 18, 2021

PRIMARY ITEMS OF
DISCUSSION

PRIMARY ITEMS OF
DISCUSSION

PRIMARY ITEMS OF
DISCUSSION

• Steering Committee
Member
Introductions.
• Open Meeting Law
provisions.
• Discussion of basic
meeting conduct
including scheduling
of future meetings of
Steering Committee.
• Appointment of chair
& vice chair.

• Consultant
Introduction, Statutory
Requirements
of General Plan
presentation &
questions.
• Phase I General Plan
Update project scope
• Potential refinements
to the adopted 2009
General Plan vision.

• Likes & dislikes of 2009
General Plan
• Suggested update to
2009 General Plan
vision statement

Community Survey
October 5, 2021 October 31, 2021

• Online with available
hard copy "opt-in"
community survey
to assess 2019
General Plan Goals &
Strategies

Community Workshop:
November 18, 2021
• Transportation,
demographic &
economic conditions.
• Small group
discussions on
land use, open
space, economics,
infrastructure/
transportation,
water, & public
engagement planning
considerations
• Report back
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GPSC Meeting 4
September 20, 2021
PRIMARY ITEMS OF
DISCUSSION

• Transportation,
demographic &
economic conditions.
• GPSC meeting 2 idea
organization.
• Future planning topics.
• 2009 General Plan
goals & strategies
assessments.
• Community survey
overview
• Community meeting
date, organization &
outreach discussion.
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COMMUNITY MEETING MOMENTS

INFRASTRUCTURE l CIRCULATION TABLE

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT TABLE

ECONOMICS TABLE

OPEN SPACE l TRAILS TABLE

LAND USE TABLE

OTHER TOPICS TABLE
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2009 General Plan: Overview

About General Plans
What is a General Plan
A General Plan is a document containing a community vision, maps, goals and strategies that guide community
decision makers and staff to accomplish that vision. ARS §9-461.05.A defines a General Plan as ..."a long range
plan for the development of a municipality." The General Plan contains a community vision, and plan elements
that identify goals, strategies & actions to be used by the local government & other partner entities to guide
future land use & development.
Authority of a General Plan
Arizona State Law requires all Arizona cities and towns to have a General Plan. In accordance with State law,
the General Plan shall be adopted or readopted every 10 years (ARS §9-461.06). Adopting a General Plan can
NOT increase taxes. Adopting a General Plan does NOT change approved zoning. State Law requires;
» Adoption of the General Plan and major amendments to it to be by a 2/3 vote of the governing
body of the municipality.
» Re-zoning (which guides the specific use & design of an individual property) to be in
conformance with the General Plan Land Use Map.
» The General Plan to include a process for amending it (ARS §9-461.06).
» Each municipality to determine the criteria of a major or minor amendment to the General Plan.
» All major (annual) amendments to the General Plan to be presented at a single hearing during
the calendar year.
Legislative requirements & options
State General Plan requirements are based on the size of the municipality and its population growth rate in
the decade prior to the last decennial census. Between 1990 and 2010 the Town population increased from
3,640 persons to 3,894 persons - a population increase of less than 7% over two decades. From 2010 to 2020
the Dewey-Humboldt population increased from 3,894 to 4,326 persons - or 11% over the past decade. This is
more than 50% higher than the two prior decades of population growth and a 1.1% per annum rate of growth
over the ten year period prior to the last decennial census. In 2009, for Dewey-Humboldt, State law required
the general plan to include:
» A land use element that includes a land use map that shows the distribution and location of
land for various uses and programs and policies that may be used to implement the land use
map.
» A circulation element that includes a map showing the general location and extent of existing
and proposed freeways, arterial and collector streets, bicycle routes, and other appropriate
transportation modes correlated with the general plan land use element.
In addition to the required general plan elements, State law permits municipalities with populations less than
10,000 persons and municipalities with populations between 2,500 and 10,000 persons with growth rates of
less than 2% per year in the decade prior to the last decennial census to include in their general plan elements
that address:
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Open space
Growth areas
Environmental planning
Cost of development
Water resources
Conservation
Recreation

»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Public services and facilities
Housing
Conservation, rehabilitation, and
redevelopment
Safety
Bicycling
Energy
Neighborhood preservation and revitalization

General plans may also include elements addressing economic development, historic preservation, and other
topics that help a municipality accomplish its land use element.
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Dewey Humboldt 2009 General Plan
Dewey-Humboldt 2009 General Plan Topics and Requirements
The 2009 Dewey-Humboldt General Plan includes, in addition to the legislatively required land use and
transportation elements, cost of development, open space and trails, environmental planning and water
resources elements.
The 2009 Dewey-Humboldt General Plan defines a Major General Plan Amendment as:
» Any change that increases the density or intensity of a single parcel of land that is greater than
thirty (30) acres in size.
» Any change where there is an observed cumulative impact that increases the density and/or
intensity of an area comprised of multiple parcels of land that exceed thirty (30) acres in total
size.
» Any change to an arterial or collector street depicted on the General Plan Circulation map (other
than minor shifting or realignment to accommodate site conditions).
» Any text amendment that substantially alters the intent of the General Plan.
The Town's General Plan includes an exception for Major Amendments: Any amendment to the General Plan
Land Use Map that is initiated by a property owner and results in a decrease in land use intensity will not be
considered to be a major amendment.
Plan Format
The 2009 Dewey-Humboldt General Plan reflects the technology of its time. It is a *.pdf document with
scanned maps. The document is not interactive or linked. As a result, changes to land use, transportation
networks, boundaries of adjacent jurisdictions and other mapped areas that have occurred since 2009 are not
reflected in the plan. Plan Maps do not match Town mapping.
Plan Implementation
Responsibility for plan implementation is vague and not updated. Civic and private organizations are listed as
implementation entities and not identified. Several of the goals and strategies are assigned to the Council and
the Planning and Zoning Commission. Both of these entities have changed membership over the past decade.
Many of the implementation strategies have not been implemented. For example, short term strategies (20092011) including creating a Community Core Plan, facilitating neighborhood clean ups, adoption of a Master
Streets Transportation Plan, providing "green building" information and encouraging natural wash protection
have not been accomplished. Mid- and long-term strategies, by and large, have not been accomplished.
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Future Planning Considerations

Dewey-Humboldt Today and In The Future
Historic Population Growth
The U.S. Census Bureau reports a 2020 Dewey-Humboldt census population of 4,326 persons. The Town 2010
U.S. Census population was 3,894. Between 2010 and 2020 the Town population increased by 432 people, or
11.09% - a ten year annualized growth rate of 1.1% per year.
The Arizona Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO) July 1, 2021 revised estimate reports a 2020 Town
population of 4,369 and a 2010 population of 3,993. This estimate includes population growth between the
April 2020 Census population estimate and the preparation of the OEO estimate. Between 2010 and 2020 OEO
estimates the Town grew 10.8%, or by 376 people - a ten-year annualized growth rate of 1.1% per year.

Source:
data.census.gov.
Access date 12/14/21

U.S. Census Population Growth 2010-2020
2010
2020
Dewey-Humboldt
Population
Percent Growth
Prescott
Population
Percent Growth
Prescott Valley
Population
Percent Growth
Yavapai County
Population
Percent Growth
Source: U.S. Census
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AZ Office of Economic
Opportunity Population
Growth 2010-2020
2010
2020

3,984

4,326
8.58%

3,993

4,369
12.04%

39,843

45,827
15.01%

38,825

45,985
15.47%

38,822

46,785
20.51%

38,832

46,991
21.01%

211,033

236,209
11.92%

210,919

237,073
12.4%
Source: AZ Office of Economic
Opportunity
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Future Population Growth
Over the next decade years, the Town population is projected to increase between 620 (AZ Office of Economic
Opportunity) and 1,079 (2019 CYMPO Regional Transportation Plan) persons, or between about 66 and 531
households.
Also of note is the projected growth of Prescott Valley and Yavapai County, both of which border the Town.
Both of these trends could impact areas directly adjacent to the Town. Updating the general plan could provide
an opportunity (within areas currently under County jurisdiction) for the Town to increase its planning area
(areas envisioned to be annexed into the Town) and provide the Town with some leverage regarding land use
and development outside its municipal boundary.
Population Projections (Central Yavapai Metropolitan Planning Organization)
2018
2020*
2025
2030
2035
2040
2045
Dewey-Humboldt
Population
4,108
4,208
4,295
4,445
4,593
4,728
Net Change

185

101

87

42,627
1,638

42,063
-563

41,690
-33

CYMPO RTP Projection 4,137

Prescott
Population
Net Change
Cumulative % Change
CYMPO RTP Projection 44,373
Cumulative % Change
Prescott Valley
Population
Net Change

150
147
135
Cumulative % Change 15.09%
5,216
Net Change
Cumulative % Change 26.08%
42,211
520

43,039
828

44,011
92
3.24%
66,342
45.50%

45,854
4,439

47,715
1,861

49,893
2,178

CYMPO RTP Projection 42,535

53,318
57,410
62,031
3,425
4,092
4,621
Cumulative % Change 35.28%
73,004
Cumulative % Change 71.63%

Yavapai County
Population
Net Change

234,438
16,660

245,868
11,430

256,446
10,578

267,484 278,381 288,964
11,037
10,897
10,583
Cumulative % Change 26.26%
CYMPO RTP Projection 232,489
345,703
Cumulative % Change 48.70%
Source: AZ Office of Economic Opportunity. Note: As of publication, CYMPO has not updated its
population projections and the base projection year population is slightly lower than the revised July
1, 2021 OEO projections. To maintain the integrity of these projections, the 2020 base year population
is not updated to match the revised 2020 OEO July 1, 2021 population projections. The Should CYMPO
adjust the base to match 2020 Census data, it is likely that the total number of new Dewey-Humboldt
residents projected over the 2020 to 2045 time frame may change from these projections.
GENERAL PLAN ASSESSMENT |Future Planning Considerations
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Demographics
Household Size:
The Town’s household size is slightly larger
than the County and Prescott, indicating
that larger families with children are located
in Dewy-Humboldt than the County, Prescott
Valley, and Prescott.
Age:
The average age of residents is slightly
younger than the County and Prescott
Valley, likely reflecting the younger families
moving into the community.

2020 U.s. Census Household Summary
Dewey-Humboldt
Avg. Household Size
Median (2020) Age/Avg. Age (2026)
Prescott
Avg. Household Size
Median (2020) Age/Avg. Age (2026)
Prescott Valley
Avg. Household Size
Median (2020) Age/Avg. Age (2026)
Yavapai County
Avg. Household Size
Avg. Age
Source: U.S. Census Bureau

2.51
50.9
2.09
58.3
2.37
46.1
2.26
54.7

Education:
More than half of the Town over the age of 25 have a high school diploma or equivalent or has a completed
some college. Less than 20% of all the Town residents over the age of 25 have a bachelors, graduate, or
professional degree. More than 25% of the Yavapai County and of Prescott residents over the age of 25 and
more than 22% of Prescott Valley residents over the age 25 have a bachelors, graduate, or professional degree.
Housing:
2021 Population 25 Years & Older by Highest Level of Educational Attainment
Dewey-Humboldt Prescott Prescott Valley Yavapai County
Total Population 25 Years Old & Older
3,518
37,978
34,483
193,096
Less Than 9th Grade
1.4%
1.2%
2.3%
2.2%
9th-12th Grade, No Diploma
7.8%
4.2%
8.6%
6.4%
High School Diploma
21.1%
14.3%
22.3%
20.4%
GED/Alternative Credential
3.6%
2.5%
6.3%
5.1%
Some College, No Degree
36.7%
29.0%
28.8%
29.4%
Associate Degree
10.4%
10.5%
9.0%
9.7%
Bachelor's Degree
13.1%
21.9%
13.8%
15.6%
Graduate/Professional Degree
5.9%
16.5%
8.8%
11.3%
Source: U. S. Census Bureau and ESRI
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The Town has a fraction of the
housing stock of the surrounding
region, and a slightly higher
percentage of owner-occupied
homes. Vacant homes comprise
15% of the Town stock, more than
Prescott and Prescott Valley, and
comparable to the County. This may
indicate that the Town is a location
for second homes. (Note: 2020
Census data is not yet available for
this topic.)

Housing
Housing Summary
Summary
Year
Dewey-Humboldt
Dewey-Humboldt

Housing Units
Owner Occupied
Renter Occupied
Vacant Housing
Prescott
Prescott
Housing Units
Owner Occupied
Renter Occupied
Vacant Housing
Prescott
Valley
Prescott
Valley
Housing Units
Owner Occupied
Renter Occupied
Vacant Housing
Yavapai
County
Yavapai
County
Housing Units
Owner Occupied
Renter Occupied
Vacant Housing

2021

2026

2,227
69.6%
14.5%
15.9%

2,391
70.4%
13.6%
15.9%

26,087
59.4%
25.9%
14.7%

27,852
60.0%
25.6%
14.5%

21,827
65.2%
24.7%
10.1%

24,763
68.7%
21.8%
9.5%

130,472
62.5%
21.1%
16.4%

140,730
64.1%
19.9%
16.1%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Esri forecasts for 2021 and 2026.

Economy:
Inflation-adjusted sales tax collections have increased approximately 28% from 2010 through 2020, reflecting
to some degree, the 11% 2010-2020 population growth and increased spending in Dewey-Humboldt. Town
sales tax revenues per capita are a fraction of the surrounding area - indicating significant sales tax leakage to
surrounding communities.

Jurisdiction

2020 Sales Tax Per Capita
2020 Population
2020 Sales Tax

Dewey-Humboldt
4,326
Prescott
45,827
Prescott Valley
46,785
Yavapai County
236,209
Source: AZ Dept. Of Revenue, 2020 U.S. Census

$519,774
$38,766,009
$22,075,962
$129,430,931
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Sales Tax per capita
$120.15
$845.82
$471.85
$547.95
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Labor Force:
The town has a low unemployment rate. This likely reflects the fact that most Town residents work in other
municipalities. The 2019 American Community Survey (U.S. Census) reports six percent of Town residents
reported working at home. The largest employers in Dewey-Humboldt are accommodations/food services
(includes Mortimer Farms), health care/social assistance, retail trade, construction, and educational services.
2021 Employment By Industry
DeweyHumboldt
Prescott
Prescott Valley

Yavapai County

Estimate

% Of
Total

Estimate

% Of
Total

Estimate

% Of
Total

Estimate

% Of
Total

Mining/Quarrying/Oil & Gas
Construction

16
197

0.8%
10.4%

16
1,144

0.1%
6.8%

74
1,808

0.4%
9.6%

1,337
8,140

1.4%
8.7%

Manufacturing

94

5.0%

499

3.0%

1,415

7.6%

5,048

5.4%

Wholesale Trade
Retail Trade
Transportation/Warehousing
Utilities
Information
Finance/Insurance
Real Estate/Rental/Leasing
Professional/Scientific/Tech
Admin/Support/Waste
Management
Educational Services
Healthcare/Social Assistance
Arts/Entertainment/Recreation
Accommodation/Food Services
Other Services (Excludes Public)
Public Administration
Source: ESRI 2021 forecasts

61
225
41
26
7
25
12
126
73

3.2%
11.9%
2.2%
1.4%
0.4%
1.3%
0.6%
6.6%
3.9%

204
1,971
638
121
223
509
428
1,658
591

1.2%
11.7%
3.8%
0.7%
1.3%
3.0%
2.5%
9.8%
3.5%

424
2,439
1,021
132
267
649
446
936
1,008

2.3%
13.0%
5.4%
.07%
1.4%
3.5%
2.4%
5.0%
5.4%

1,578
11,983
3,957
862
1,367
2,648
2,321
5,829
4,112

1.7%
12.8%
4.2%
0.9%
1.5%
2.8%
2.5%
6.2%
4.4%

173
252
24
282
126
136

9.1%
13.3%
1.3%
14.9%
6.6%
7.2%

1,891
3,426
273
1,329
733
1,160

11.2%
20.3%
1.6%
7.9%
4.3%
6.9%

1,608
2,856
298
1,064
1,121
1,129

8.6%
15.2%
1.6%
5.7%
6.0%
6.0%

8,643
15,107
1,946
7,371
5,136
5,094

9.2%
16.2%
2.1%
7.9%
5.5%
5.4%

Circulation:
The U.S. Census ACS 2019 5-year data reports that the mean travel time to work for a Dewey-Humboldt
resident is 29 minutes - about 25% higher than in surrounding communities and 10% higher than for Arizona
as a whole. As the region grows, it is likely traffic volumes will increase - lengthening work, shopping and
recreation travel times for Town residents.
The two main roadways through the Town are SR69 and SR169. Limited signalized crossings exist along SR69
- resulting in challenges for non-motorized crossings for those who live on the west side of SR69. Most Town
services are located on the east side of SR69.
The Town has no sidewalks or designated pedestrian facilities or designated bicycle lanes, which makes nonmotorized travel or travel for those who cannot drive more difficult.
Many of the roads throughout the Town are unpaved, creating dust, hazardous travel during rain and snow,
and potentially poorer air quality.
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Dewey-Humboldt Map
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Water:
The Town does not provide water services. There are 55 registered wells within the Town, and the
Humboldt Water Company and ACME Water Company provide water. The ACME Water Company maintains
a standpipe for haulers. From 2016 to 2020, the volume of water withdrawn increased an average of 35%
from 2016 to 2020. Drought conditions have not abated and the Prescott AMA is approaching the time at
which a safe-yield must be achieved.
Land Use:
The majority (80%) of land within the Town is privately owned. Bureau of Land Management land
comprises 6% (754 acres) and Arizona State Land Department comprises (1,620 acres) and are the two
largest public land owners. The Prescott National Forest has a small percentage (2 acres) of land within
Town limits.

Future Planning Considerations:
As the Town discussed its future in Steering Committee meetings, and at a community workshop, visions
for the future and planning considerations emerged. These considerations include:
Visionary:

Key:
» Our quality of life is important.
Consultant Planning
» Dewey-Humboldt does not have to be everything to everyone
Consideration based
» You know you are someplace special when you set foot in town.
on current conditions
» Arizona's Top Country Town
Assessment
» Respect for property rights
» Respect for the Town's history
Steering Committee
consideration voiced at
Demographics:
8/18/21 meeting
» The Town’s rate of growth is increasing. How does the
community want to accommodate new residents?
» The Town is attracting families. What kinds of services (i.e., parks, Community meeting
comment
schools, day care) do you think need to be provided and where?
Housing:
» The Town has a limited rental stock and limited multi-family/duplex units. Is more housing
choice important?
» Senior living facilities.
Economics:
» Dewey-Humboldt is a bedroom community for the region. Does it want to remain one?
» There is substantial sales tax leakage from Dewey-Humboldt to other communities. Sales
tax pays for community amenities. Is it important to the Town to enhance its capture rate?
» The Town’s employment base is narrow. Does it want to widen the range of job options
available?
» Consider our tax base and revenues.
» Look at opportunities to enhance Town income, such as grants.
» How do we provide internet access to all?
» We need a revenue stream to support the General Plan.
» We need a diversity of jobs and economic activities.
» How do we develop and grow local business?
» Our developers and businesses need to be an asset to our community.
» We need a grocery store, a hardware store, basic shopping, and restaurants.
» Take advantage of our river (hiking), wineries, and horse farms.
» Encourage low-impact industry
» We need to protect our property values through community maintenance standards and
better code enforcement.
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Land Use:

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Water:

»
»
»
»
Environment:
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
Circulation:
»
»

Dewey-Humboldt should be an orderly place that makes sense.
There are limited areas designated for economic activity.
State land in other towns along the borders of the community could be sold for higher density
housing and/or commercial development.
Where should we grow (if at all?).
A robust Town Center that is compelling.
Agriculture should always be a part of our Town.
We need to think about how our neighboring jurisdictions impact us and how we impact them.
Low density uses should predominate.
Recognize, preserve, and restore historic resources
Consider potential commercial on SR69 and SR169 for tax-generating uses
We need an economic center with a mix of office, retail, and industrial.
Buy the State Land near Outback Road.
Water use is increasing. Is this acceptable?
Our well levels are decreasing.
How does Dewey-Humboldt get within safe yield without a sewer plant?
Water is a concern.
Unpaved roads/aggregate roads decrease air quality. Is this acceptable?
Is a dark sky General Plan policy desirable for the General Plan?
What about the mine?
We need to consider things like cool pavement and shade.
We need to "deal" with the Superfund site and community safety (with regards to the site).
Tourism is recognized as an asset to the Town.
Consider a town "dump-day" to prevent dumping.

Traffic is increasing through the Town. Does the Town want to manage traffic flows?
Town roads have limited sidewalks, bike paths/lanes or pedestrian amenities. Are these
amenities of interest to residents?
» What about transit to surrounding communities?
» How do we provide public transportation access?
» We need more access from the west side of SR69.
» No more roundabouts.
» The Town needs a road grading schedule.
» We need better zoning code enforcement.
» No high density.
» Property rights need to be balanced against public safety.
» Focus and put into practice County road standards.
» The Town should own and maintain Red Star Mine Road.
Open Space/Recreation:
» How do we maximize opportunities for outdoor involvement?
» Recreation opportunities for our entire population (and our aging population) are important.
» Purchase property in the floodplain along Prescott Dells Road for a park
» Consider a park by Green Gulch trailhead.
» Consider equestrian use with regards to trails, equestrian arenas, and training facilities.
Community Health:
» We need medical facilities.
Community Engagement:
» There is no follow through - nothing is being done with the plans for Town Hall.
» It's hard to hear at Town Council meetings. The meetings should be conducted with ADA in
accordance with ADA requirements.
» Provide an issue table at the Post Office.
» Offer a newsletter with hot topics.
GENERAL PLAN ASSESSMENT |Future Planning Considerations
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Community Survey Summary
An opt-in community survey was conducted from October 5, 2021 through October 31, 2021. The purpose of
the survey was to solicit residents' opinions on the 2019 general plan goals and strategies, and to solicit other
comments relevant to the goals and strategies residents might have. A survey report is included as an appendix
to this 2009 General Plan Assessment.
Town residents were notified of the survey through two mailings to every address within the Town. The
survey available online and on paper. One hundred and fifty-two (152) responses to the survey were received.
Only responses from individuals who stated they live, work, or own a vacation home or business in DeweyHumboldt were included in the survey analysis.
General Plan Vision
Less than one-third of all respondents expressed an opinion on an updated General Plan vision. This question
received the fewest responses of any survey question. Of those who did express an opinion, 77% agreed or
strongly agreed with the proposed updated General Plan Vision suggestion.
Goals
Overall, there is strong community support for the 2009 General Plan goals.
There is also varying support for additional General Plan goals that emerged from a General Plan Steering
Committee discussion about a vision for the Town:
Community Survey Responses: 2009 General Plaln Goals - Agree + Strongly Agree
Goal 18: Protect & sustain the Agua Fria River's viability
Goal 15: Maintain a sustainable supply of good quality water.
Goal 10: Protect scenic vistas, wildlife corridors & habitats, major washes, & riverbeds
Goal 12: Highlight community sustainability by preserving the quality of air, water, & scenic
resources.
Goal 8: Keep municipal services simple & affordable
Goal 1: Preserve Dewey-Humboldt's low-density, rural, small-town character
Goal 5: Bring roads up to approved standards for improved safety & mobility
Goal 2: Emphasize residential living quality
Goal 17: Monitor the regional water resources
Goal 11: Encourage accessibility to outdoor enjoyment by residents and visitors.
Goal 7: Require persons who use Town infrastructure or who initiate changes in land
use to pay their fair share for costs to the community
Goal 16: Water conservation policies
Goal 3: Meet the needs and desires of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.
Goal 9: Coordinate with neighboring jurisdictions & agencies to achieve regional open space
goals.
Goal 13: Promote energy efficient technologies
Goal 14: Extend positive environmental influences beyond the town's boundaries
Goal 4: Promote a non-urban circulation system
Goal 6: Expedite the orderly acquisition of private roads
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SURVEY RESPONSES: POTENTIAL NEW GENERAL PLAN GOAL

POTENTIAL NEW GOAL A: Respect for people's property rights.
POTENTIAL NEW GOAL B: Agriculture is always a part of the Town
POTENTIAL NEW GOAL E: Maximize opportunities for outdoor involvement
POTENTIAL NEW GOAL D: Provide a revenue stream to support
implementation & monitoring of the General Plan
POTENTIAL NEW GOAL C: Provide more access on the west side of SR69
(Blue Hills)
POTENTIAL NEW GOAL H: Dewey-Humboldt has a robust & compelling town
center
POTENTIAL NEW GOAL I: Dewey-Humboldt offers jobs & a diversity of
economic activities
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Survey respondents were also asked to identify those 2009 General Plan Strategies they felt were important
to include in an updated plan. While many strategies received more than 60% support for retention, others
received less support. These strategies point to areas where the 2009 General Plan could be updated and
include:
Goal 1: Preserve Dewey Humbolt's low-density, rural, small town character (6 of 18 most supported goal)
» Seek continued cooperation with land management agencies with holdings in and around the
community (48% say retain)
Goal 2: Emphasize residential living quality (8 out of 18 most supported goal)
» Enhance neighborhoods by coordinating land use with other Elements’ goals and objectives.
(43% say retain)
Goal 3: Meet the needs and desires of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs.(13 out of 18 most supported goal)
» Designate walkable, multiple activity areas where appropriate. (56% say retain)
» Assess the importance of compatibility among adjacent land uses. (56% say retain)
Goal 4: Promote a Non-urban Circulation System (17 out of 18 most supported goal)
» Encourage multi‐modal opportunities in the transportation system for pedestrians, cyclists, and
equestrians (40% say retain)
» Improve connectivity from highways to the network of arterial, collector, and residential streets,
and to trail linkages. (57% say retain)
Goal 5: Bring Roads Up to Approved Standards for Improved Safety & Mobility.(7 out of 18 most supported goal)
» Employ a variety of funding sources to underwrite the Town's circulation system responsibilities.
(46% say retain)
» Effectively enforce existing engineering criteria, including drainage and alternative transportation
needs in road design. (3% say retain)
Goal 6: Expedite the Orderly Acquisition of Private Roads. (18 out of 18 most supported goal).
» All strategies received 60% or more support to retain
Goal 7: Require Persons Who Use Town Infrastructure or Who Initiate Changes in Land Use to Pay Their Fair
Share for Costs to the Community.
» Coordinate infrastructure funding methods with the Town Fiscal Management process (e.g.,
Capital Improvement Program, impact fees). (57% say retain)
GENERAL PLAN ASSESSMENT |2009 General Plan Assessment
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Goal 8: Keep Municipal Services Simple & Affordable (5 out of 18 most supported goal).
» All strategies received 60% or more support to retain
Goal 9: Coordinate With Neighboring Jurisdictions & Agencies to Achieve Regional Open Space Goals (14 out of
18 most supported goal).
» Respect State and Federal agencies' land management purposes, while gaining their recognition
of the Town's open space planning.(56% say retain)
Goal 10: Protect Scenic Vistas, Wildlife Corridors & Habitats, Major Washes, & Riverbeds (3 out of 18 most
supported goal).
» All strategies received 60% or more support to retain
Goal 11: Encourage accessibility to outdoor enjoyment by residents and visitors (10 out of 18 most supported
goal).
» Encourage proposals by organizations and land owners to conduct recreational activities on
private sites. (41% say retain)
Goal 12: Highlight Community Sustainability by Preserving the Quality of Air, Water, & Scenic Resources (4 out
of 18 most supported goal).
» Continue to work with EPA and ADEQ on environmental quality compliance issues. (55% say
retain).
Goal 13: Promote Energy Efficient Technologies (15 out of 18 most supported goal).
» Support "green building" practices (e.g., LEED and other national standards) (49% say retain).
Goal 14: Extend Positive Environmental Influences Beyond the Town's Boundaries (16 out of 18 most
supported goal).
» Solicit view protection cooperation from the County and land management agencies. (55% say
retain)
Goal 15: Maintain a Sustainable Supply of Good Quality Water (2 out of 18 most supported goal).
» Address potential water quality impacts such as stormwater runoff and disposal of potential
polluting wastes (e.g., Automotive, medications). (59% say retain)
» Foster neighborhood efforts for water re‐use and/or recharge. (59% say retain)
Goal 16: Water Conservation Policies (12 out of 18 most supported goal).
» Assist with water‐saving educational programs. (58% say retain).
Goal 17: Monitor the regional water resources (9 out of 18 most supported goal)
» All strategies received 60% or more support to retain.
Goal 18: Protect & Sustain the Agua Fria River's Viability (1 out of 18 most supported goal).
» All strategies received 60% or more support to retain.
There is also support for new strategies to be incorporated into the General Plan. Survey respondents
provided comments and new ideas for strategies under every goal (see appendix for specific comments) and
there is support for an idea that was voiced during a General Plan Steering Committee discussion about a
future vision for the Town as follows:
» Provide opportunities for our older population to enjoy recreational activities (for example,
pickleball, baseball field, parks, and Town buildings). (92% say should be included in an update).
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Updating the 2009 General Plan will provide an opportunity to thoroughly vet the 2009 General Plan and
consider the following:
» There is opportunity to update the General Plan strategies on how to achieve the community
people desire. Out of 56 General Plan strategies, community survey respondents identified 30%
that should not be retained.
» Over 200 comments on the 2019 General plan were provided through the survey. Many of
these comments included suggestions about how to guide Dewey-Humboldt to become the
community residents desire as it makes decisions about its future.
» At the community workshop, participants discussed specific ideas about how to achieve
economic development, land use, open space, circulation and environmental ideals envisioned
by Town residents. Through the General Plan update process, these ideas could be discussed
by the community at large as potential new, or refinements to existing, General Plan goals or
strategies.
» Water availability was identified as an important planning topic in the survey and at the
community workshop. The current plan does not address water conservation strategies
specifically.
» From an assessment of current conditions, there are a range of topics identified by the
consultant team and the community that are not addressed in the 2009 General Plan. Some
of these topics include housing diversity (for example, senior living), recreational access and
facilities for the entire community, more parks, medical facilities, the importance of agriculture
in the Town, and specific low-impact economic development strategies.
» The General Plan Vision suggested by the General Plan Steering Committee did not receive a lot
of attention in the survey. An update could provide an opportunity to re-examine the current
and proposed Vision to refine or revise either one.
» Tax revenues and economic development could be enhanced through an updated General Plan
that provides clear economic development goals and specific locations and types of commercial
development desired by the Town.
» Code enforcement and property maintenance were identified as areas of focus at the
community workshop and the survey. Updating the plan could provide an opportunity to
provide some focus and direction for the Town with regards to these topics.
» There is not a clear consensus regarding road standards, paving, and access across SR 69 and
through the Town. The General Plan update could provide an opportunity to identify a hierarchy
of roads and associated design standards. ADOT and other planning entities typically respect the
plans of local jurisdictions with regards to funding requests and other considerations.
» Strategic opportunities may be associated with a General Plan Update. The current planning
area does not provide a "buffer" between Dewey-Humboldt and surrounding communities.
Through the General Plan process, the Town may be able to adjust its planning area to provide
the Town with more "weight" with regards to county zoning decisions. Additionally, through the
update, plan strategies and policy could set a consistent position for the Town with regards to
positions on land planning and zoning decisions for abutting lands in adjacent communities. The
current General Plan does not provide any such guidance.
» Mapping in the 2009 General Plan is outdated and hard to read. The document is not digital and
cannot be easily updated. An updated General Plan could include hard copy and digital versions
that can updated and kept current at a minimal cost to the Town.
» The Major General Plan amendment process applies to parcels larger than 30 acres. In other
words, a parcel less than 30 acres can be rezoned and not be in compliance with the General
Plan Land Use map. Given the focus of the community on density and intensity of land use, an
update would be an opportunity to re-examine the General Plan Major Amendment criteria.
» At the community workshop, participants commented on the lack of "follow through" by the
Town on the new Town Hall and downtown. The General Plan update process could be an
opportunity to provide clear direction and focus to some of these efforts.
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Readopting the 2009 General Plan will result in:
» Excluding the ideas expressed by many Town residents over the assessment process.
» Outdated charts and tables including population projections (page 5), existing zoning and
land use (page 12), traffic volumes (pages 19, 20), Town-owned streets (page 21), limiting the
relevance of the plan and its information.
» An outdated plan implementation section.
» An outdated, and vague circulation map and recommendations - limiting clear and assertive
direction to Town and other transportation planning entities.

Residents attending a General Plan Steering Committee meeting.

Participants at the community workshop.
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Appendix: Community Survey
Summary
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