
Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes, January 17, 2012 
TOWN OF DEWEY-HUMBOLDT 

TOWN COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2012, 6:30 P.M. 

A REGULAR MEETING OF THE DEWEY-HUMBOLDT TOWN COUNCIL WAS HELD ON 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2012, AT TOWN HALL AT 2735 S. HIGHWAY 69, DEWEY-
HUMBOLDT, ARIZONA. MAYOR TERRY NOLAN PRESIDED. 
1. Call To Order. The meeting was called to order at 6:33 p.m. Mayor Nolan presided. 

2. Opening Ceremonies. 

2.1. Pledge of Allegiance. Made. 

2.2. Invocation. Given by Councilmember Wright. 

3. Roll Call. Town Council Members David Hiles, Dennis Repan, Denise Rogers, Nancy 
Wright; Vice Mayor Mark McBrady; and Mayor Terry Nolan were present. Council Member 
John Dibble was absent. 

4. Announcements Regarding Current Events, Guests, Appointments, and 
Proclamations.  Announcements of items brought to the attention of the Mayor not requiring 
legal action by the Council.  Guest Presentations, Appointments, and Proclamations may 
require Council discussion and action. 

Councilmember Rogers spoke on the deadline to get articles in for the February newsletter. 

5. Town Manager’s Report. Update on Current Events. 

None. 

6. Consent Agenda. 

6.1. Minutes. Minutes from the December 20, 2011 Regular Council meeting; and January 3, 
2012 Regular Council meeting. 

Councilmember Wright made a motion to approve 6.1. Minutes. Minutes from the 
December 20, 2011 Regular Council meeting; and January 3, 2012 Regular Council 
meeting, seconded by Councilmember Rogers. The motion passed unanimously. 

7. Comments from the Public (on non-agendized items only).   

Sandy Geiger spoke on “Caution” article in the January newsletter and an issue she reported 
to the Sheriff’s and their response. She recommended better communication between the 
Mayor and the Sheriff’s office. 

Mayor Nolan responded by saying he will deal with the situation. 

Lydia Chapman spoke on the Roving Dumpster Day on Saturday and the volunteers being 
efficient and organized. She recommended the Council supply a meal to the volunteers 
during those events. 

Bart Brush spoke on including contact information in the newsletter for the historical society 
and the cemetery articles. 

8. Discussion Agenda – Unfinished Business.  Discussion and Possible Action on any issue 
which was not concluded, was postponed, or was tabled during a prior meeting.   
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8.1. Open Space and Trails Committee presentation on the proposed Butte Street Park. 
Presentation by Sandra Goodwin, Chair of the OSAT, discussion and possible action or 
direction to the committee. 

Sandra Goodwin, Chair of the OSAT committee introduced the committee members and 
made a presentation to the Council. She gave an overview on the process to date, 
suggested free labor ideas and reviewed the site plan. Council asked questions. There 
was discussion on APS and NACOG grant opportunities, and phasing the park to make 
it more affordable to begin the park development. 

Public comment was taken on this item. 

Jack Hamilton spoke on the CIP process and budgetary concerns. 

David Nystrom spoke in support of the park and finding a way to proceed with it. 

Bart Brush asked what CIP meant. It was explained it stood for Capital Improvement 
Program. 

Sandra Goodwin spoke on the CIP and the Council doing good things for the town. 

Earl Goodwin spoke on this project originally being funded through grants but having the 
option of funding with contingency funds. He reminded council that this part of the 
project would be handled through staff rather than the committee (funding, and applying 
for grants) 

Chris Berry spoke on this being a quality of life project for the community. 

Councilmember Repan made a motion to apply for the APS and NACOG grant monies, 
seconded by Councilmember Hiles. The motion passed unanimously. 

Vice Mayor McBrady made a motion to allocate $10,000 for the project to get it started to 
purchase materials and some equipment for the park. The motion was amended to 
include accepting the site plan as presented, seconded by Councilmember Rogers. 
There was discussion on this money being considered in-kind when applying for NACOG 
grant; how to get started on the park with the $10k and some of the long term costs to 
run the park; and moving funds around in the budget rather than pulling from 
contingency. Town Manager, Kimball stated staff will look into the details of where to pull 
the 10k from the budget. Town Attorney Phyllis Smiley spoke on the four categories the 
town can transfer funds in the budget according to state law: funds are available; in the 
public interest; does not result in going over expenditure limitations; majority of Council 
approve it. There was no public comment received on this motion. A vote on the motion 
passed by a 4-2 vote, Councilmember Hiles and Wright voting against. 

8.2. Dewey-Humboldt Historical Society Proposal for Town Funding of a Historical 
Museum. [Requested by David Nystrom through the Museum Subcommittee] 
Presentation only, no legal action. 

Kevin Leonard, President of the Dewey-Humboldt Historical Society apologized to Town 
Manager, Yvonne Kimball for his behavior with her during a discussion on January 13th. 

There was discussion on whether there might be a conflict of interest on the Council. 
Town Attorney, Phyllis Smiley responded she did not think there was a conflict. 

David Nystrom, Treasurer of the Dewey-Humboldt Historical Society gave a PowerPoint 
presentation on the proposed Museum property purchase (presentation included in 
meeting packet). He suggested to Council that they direct staff to create an ordinance to 



Page 3 of 6 

set aside $300,000 for this proposal, or revise the budget, and to make contact with 
property owners to begin negotiations. There was discussion on sending questions to 
the subcommittee and have them bring back answers and a recommendation to Council. 

Public Comment was taken on this item. 

Lydia Chapman spoke on the town’s history, other agencies that are self-sufficient, 
volunteering, gifting, fund raising and other options for the property. 

Earl Goodwin spoke on other historical museums in the area and the need for a facility to 
house artifacts. 

Chris Berry spoke on the charette on upper Main Street and the revitalization of this area 
to promote tourism, and the museum being important for the town’s heritage. 

Jack Hamilton spoke on this only being for a small portion of the citizens and 
recommended looking for other alternatives, and concerns with bringing the property up 
to code due to its age. 

Karen Dietrich spoke on the Town’s history being spread over the surrounding areas, 
and the museum being for its citizens. 

Mr. Dietrich spoke on the members of the Historical Society doing fundraising, a 
museum making this a town and Dewey-Humboldt not being mentioned in centennial 
publication. 

David Nystrom explained the deadline to move on this property being prior to March 1st. 

The Town Attorney was asked about legalities of funding this project. Ms. Smiley 
responded the proposal had too many issues so she couldn’t recommend moving 
forward until looking at what they are proposing and discussing other options in 
Executive Session. 

Fred Zapata asked about repercussions of buying the property and property taxes. 

Carl Marsee spoke on a museum in California being privately owned and leased to the 
historical society. 

David Nystrom gave his closing statements, thanking the Council and working through 
the process with the Museum Subcommittee. 

9. Discussion Agenda – New Business.  Discussion and Possible Action on matters not 
previously presented to the Council.   

The meeting was paused to allow for the crowd to disperse, at 8:43 p.m. 

The meeting was resumed at 8:44 p.m. 

9.1. Revisions of Plat. Applications for Revision of Subdivision Plats, reverting combined 
lots 20 and 21 back to individual lots. 

Mayor Nolan introduced the item. There were questions on whether this was a lot 
combine or lot split, and what the requirements were for a split. 

Richard Prichette, property owner and applicant spoke to the Council on the proposal. 
There was discussion on the zoning of the property and setbacks. Phyllis Smiley 
explained she reviewed the town’s subdivision code and it doesn’t require notification to 
the neighbors before granting a split. 

Public comment was taken on this item. 
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Lydia Chapman asked about creating an illegal setback through the split. It was 
explained that the setback issue was on the side pre-existing not the side to be split. 

Jack Hamilton spoke on sewer and water issues for the lot size. It was explained to Mr. 
Hamilton the properties have existing sewers and are on a private water company 
system. 

Councilmember Hiles made a motion to approve 9.1. Revisions of Plat – to split Richard 
Prichette’s property as presented, seconded by Councilmember Wright. The motion was 
approved by a 5-1 vote, Councilmember Rogers voting against. 

9.2. First reading of proposed Ordinance to amend Town Code 30.016 Vacancies on 
Town Council, to comply with A.R.S. § 9-235. [Town Attorneys, Susan 
Goodwin/Phyllis Smiley request] 

Mayor Nolan introduced the item. This is a first read so no action will be taken at this 
meeting. There were questions on how and when the town’s code went into non-
compliance with state legislation. Phyllis Smiley spoke on a change made to state law 
that  changed the way vacancies are filled on council and the need to modify the town’s 
code to comply with those changes.  

Councilmember Rogers asked about the length of a term if elected due to a vacancy, 
since seats are staggered, so it maintains the three seats filled at each election. Ms. 
Smiley will check into this issue as she did not have an answer. 

Public comment was taken on this item. 

Jack Hamilton spoke on referring this to the League of Cities and Towns to take up with 
state legislators. 

9.3. Discussion and possible action on requiring submittal of agenda items early in 
receive the agenda packets by Wednesday night or Thursday morning. [CM Wright 
Request] 

Councilmember Wright gave an overview on her request. She spoke on putting this 
process back to what it was prior to the change made in November 2011.  

Vice Mayor McBrady made a motion to table this issue through February, seconded by 
Councilmember Repan. There was discussion.  

Public comment was taken on this item. Lydia Chapman spoke on her frustration with 
staff and on her experience with setting agendas with BOA.  

A vote was taken on the motion which passed by a  5-1 vote, Councilmember Wright 
voting against. 

9.4. Discussion and possible implementation of a Council Policy on attending 
meetings through telephonic (electronic) means. [CM Wright Request] 

Councilmember Wright gave an overview on her request. She spoke on setting a policy 
to limit the number of times a member of a public body can attend a meeting 
telephonically. Phyllis Smiley was asked if there was a problem with developing a policy 
differentiating between the public body and the town attorney. She responded it wasn’t a 
problem. There was discussion on requirements necessary to attend telephonically: 
must have the equipment to allow ALL to hear. 
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Public comment was taken on this item. Jack Hamilton spoke in support of CM Wright’s 
recommendation to set a policy to limit telephonic attendance, and spoke on problems 
with hearing on the phone.  There was discussion on this. 

Councilmember Wright made a motion to only allow electronic meetings two times a year 
for any council, committee, board, or commission member, seconded by Councilmember 
Hiles. The motion passed by a 5-1 vote, Mayor Nolan voting against. 

9.5. Selection and Hiring Process for the Accountant position. Discussion and possible 
action. 

Mayor Nolan introduced the item. Councilmember Wright asked about the position 
advertised for and the difference in salary range. It was explained they had given 
themselves room to select an applicant for either position, based on their qualifications. 
Councilmember Hiles made a motion to direct the Town Manager to proceed with the 
hiring, interview and selection of an applicant for the Accountant position, seconded by 
Councilmember Wright. The motion passed by a 5-1 vote, Vice Mayor McBrady voting 
against. 

10. Executive Session. Upon a public majority vote of the members constituting a quorum, the 
Council may hold an Executive Session that is not open to the public for the following 
purposes. When the Executive Session ends, Council may act on any matter considered in 
this Agenda. 

Mayor Nolan made a motion to move into Executive Session. The motion failed for lack of a 
second. 

10.1. Call for Executive Session. An executive session pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-
431.03(A)(1) for discussion or consultation of employment and salary of Amanda 
Garfield for the position of Administrative Assistant. 

11. Return to Open Session. Legal Action can be taken. 

11.1. Ratification of hiring Amanda Garfield for the Administrative Assistant position, 
and other staffing considerations. Discussion and possible action. 

Councilmember Rogers asked for clarification on the position title. Councilmember 
Wright explained the title was changed at the salary study earlier in 2011 to 
Administrative Assistant, from Records Manager/Administrative Assistant. 

Councilmember Hiles made a motion to approve 11.1. Ratification of hiring Amanda 
Garfield for the Administrative Assistant position, and other staffing consideration, 
seconded by Councilmember Repan. There was discussion on keeping those two issues 
separate, and on the other staffing considerations. Town Manager, Yvonne Kimball 
explained she would like to keep Cathy Jackson on as a receptionist for a period of time 
during the transition with the new Administrative Assistant. 

Councilmember Hiles amended the motion to Ratify the hiring of Amanda Garfield for the 
Administrative Assistant position. Vice Mayor McBrady seconded the amended motion. 
The motion was approved unanimously. 

Councilmember Hiles made a motion to maintain Cathy Jackson as the receptionist for 
the remainder of the fiscal year, seconded by Councilmember Repan. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

12. Public Hearing Agenda.  None. 
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13. Comments from the Public.   

Jack Hamilton spoke on the budget and the OSAT park project. He stated he will challenge it 
if there isn’t a line item in the budget for the pocket park. He spoke on getting answers from 
the Attorney regarding spending money on the museum. 

Lydia Chapman spoke on a councilmember greeting attendees at town meetings and 
passing out business cards. She stated she felt it was inappropriate.  

Vice Mayor McBrady asked the Attorney if she had anything she would like to share during 
the public comment period.  

Phyllis Smiley just commented that she came to meet the council and to address the agenda 
item (Ordinance on Council Vacancies). 

Gary Mortimer spoke on helping with the park and offering his expertise. 

Mayor Nolan responded to Lydia Chapman’s comments by stating there is no restriction to 
meet and greet attendees by anyone on the Council. 

14. Adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 9:56 p.m. 

 

 

 

____________________________  
 Terry Nolan, Mayor  
 
 ATTEST:  
 
_____________________________ 
Judy Morgan, Town Clerk 
 

 


