
 THE PLANNING & ZONING ADVISORY COMMISSION  
FOR THE TOWN OF DEWEY-HUMBOLDT 

REGULAR MEETING NOTICE  
Thursday, December 6, 2012 6:00 P.M. 

P&Z MEETING   COUNCIL CHAMBERS, TOWN HALL 
2735 S. HWY 69   DEWEY-HUMBOLDT, ARIZONA 

AGENDA SUMMARY 
 

1. Call To Order. The meeting was called to order at 6:03PM. 

2. Opening Ceremonies. 

2.1. Pledge of Allegiance.  Made. 

3. Roll Call. Commissioners Chris Berry, Dee Parker, Vice Chair Arlene Alen and Chair Bob Bowman 
were present; Commissioner Claire Clark was absent.  

4. Disclosure of Ex Parte Contacts.  None. 

5. Informational Reports.   Warren Colvin, Community Development Coordinator, informed the 
Commission that at January’s meeting one of the items will be electing a new Chairperson for a one 
year term. 

6. Consent Agenda.   

6.1. Minutes. Minutes from the November 8, 2012 Planning & Zoning Commission Regular Meeting. 

Commissioner Arlene Alen made a motion to approve the November 8, 2012 minutes, seconded by 
Commissioner Dee Parker.  The motion passed unanimously. 

7. Discussion Agenda – New Business.   

7.1.  2013 P&Z Meeting Schedule. 

Mr. Colvin reviewed the 2013 P&Z meeting schedule noting that the July meeting currently falls on a 
Town-recognized holiday. 

8. Discussion Agenda – Unfinished Business.  None. 

9. Public Hearing Agenda. 

9.1. Dewey-Humboldt Historical Society Use Permit.  Mr. Colvin introduced Mr. Gerry Hoyer 
who represented the Dewey-Humboldt Historical Society.  Mr. Hoyer gave an overview of the 
use permit application submitted to the Town to allow for property located at 12925 E. Main 
Street (the bank building) and its adjacent 30’ strip of Second Street right-of-way area to be used 
as a museum. 

Mr. Colvin read through the Staff Report noting that Staff recommends approval of the use 
permit with conditions and that it be granted for a period of one year with possible renewal up 
to five years by Town Council.  He stated the citizen participation plan was conducted as part of 
the use permit requirements, staff sent out the required postings and the notice of public 
hearing to all property owners within 300 feet of the property and no responses or objections 
were received.  He added that the museum is not an outright use of the zoned district but Staff 
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feels it is compatible with the Town’s General Plan and would not be detrimental to the 
surrounding uses.  The Staff-proposed conditions are as follows: 

1. As agreed by DH HS, all terms and conditions of the License Agreement entered in 
November 2012 would stand in full effect; 2. Activities covered under this use permit must 
be for museum related educational and history preservation purposes.  Commercial 
activities conducted for personal or private gains on the “museum” properties will not be 
covered by this use permit.  In order to be qualified as outside display items under this use 
permit, DH HS must provide written information of each item to be displayed demonstrating 
its historical significance.   Items that do not meet above criteria will not be allowed to be 
stored or displayed on the museum properties; 3. DH HS shall submit a site plan for review 
and approval by the Town Zoning Administrator prior to placement of any new exhibits or 
installation of any items in the outside display areas, including the bank property and its 
adjacent 30’ strip licensed area.  Site Plan shall contain dimension and background 
information of the new items.  (153.085 (A), (D), (I) and LA 6.d); 4. Upon obtaining the “use 
permit”, DH HS shall provide a detailed screening plan for the entire outside display area 
immediately, no later than January 15, 2013.  Screening is to be 6’ in height except for the 
front setback yard area where a 4’ height is required.  Plan shall include types of materials of 
the screening and be approved by the Town Community Development Coordinator.  
(153.085 (B)(1)(2), (C) (1), (D), (G), (I)); 5.  Outside display area shall be covered with an 
approved dust-free gravel material in lieu of Town Code Section 153.085 (F)’s paving 
requirement; 6. The parking plan submitted by DH HS in the use permit application is 
acceptable.  Parking must be on premise required by Section 153.110(A); 7. All setbacks to 
the thirty (30’) display area shall be in accordance with Town Code Section (D)(1)(2). Items 
must be a minimum twenty feet (20’) from the nearest edge of pavement (or useable road 
surface); and six feet (6’) from the right-of-way line. 
Mr. Colvin stated that Staff feels this is a viable project, it will help out the Historical Society, 
this development could be aesthetically appeasing to the citizens with no detriment to the 
surrounding neighbors.  

There was discussion about screening and fencing, parking and the right-of-way.  Mr. Hoyer 
requested that the Town’s condition #4 be amended as follows: 

4. Dewey-Humboldt Historical Society to apply landscape principles that account for land 
slope and will display artifacts in carefully selected locations within the designated space so 
that: 

  A. the artifacts can be safely accessed and easily viewed by visitors, 

  B. where ascetically appropriate, the artifacts can also serve as “dividers”,  
               “borders”, or path markers within the space, 

  C. natural surface water drainage is planned for and unimpaired, 

  D. artifact location can avoid interfering with both visible and underground  
  utility lines,         

  E. space for 7 easily accessible, 9’x20’ parking stalls will be made available in  
  obvious places within the strip, but not  necessarily in a single block of space as is 
  illustrated on the project site plan, 
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  F. artifact, landscaping and parking stall locations to be approved in advance by  
  the Town Community Development Coordinator prior to the placement of any  
  display items. 

There was discussion about the security of leaving museum artifacts unprotected and the type 
of artifacts planned for display. 

Commissioner Berry asked if Staff was agreeable to the amendment.  Mr. Colvin stated that 
Staff needs to be involved in the process, communication and partnership is key so both parties 
can come to common ground.  Mr. Colvin reiterated that Staff has a good working relationship 
with the Historical Society. 

David Nystrom inquired whether condition #2, commercial activities not covered by the use 
permit, would prohibit fundraising, etc.  Mr. Colvin stated a fundraiser would be covered under 
the special event permit. 

Carl Marsee stated the Historical Society does not own that property, it is rented so the 
understanding is they would not block any utilities in the 30 foot strip and would not do 
anything permanent, like paving. 

Vice-Chair Alen made a motion to approve the Dewey-Humboldt Historic Society use permit 
application as presented with conditions #1-7, deleting the Town’s condition #4, inserting the 
Dewey-Humboldt Historic Society requested amendment to condition #4 and amending the use 
permit to add a detailed plan for all artifacts and parking to be presented to the Town prior to 
implementation, seconded by Commissioner Berry.  The motion passed unanimously. 

9.2. Final Draft of Sign Code.  Mr. Colvin noted this is the final draft of the sign code, Staff believes 
the sign code in this form complies with the direction Town Council provided to Planning and 
Zoning to be less restrictive and easier to use.   

Jerry Brady spoke on the benefit of a clause for pre-existing legal non-conforming signs that are 
of an historic nature.  Mr. Colvin noted there are provisions in the sign code for that. 

There was discussion about lettering on signs. 

Chair Bowman made a motion to approve the Sign Code as written and send to Town Council for 
approval, seconded by Commissioner Berry.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Colvin thanked the Planning and Zoning Commission, both past and present, for their work 
on revising the sign code.   

10. Comments from the Public.   

Jerry Brady suggested reviewing the military history of this community as he believes it is well-
documented. 

David Nystrom congratulated Arlene Alen on her appointment to Town Council and thanked her for 
her service on the Planning & Zoning Commission. 

11. Adjourn. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:20PM. 
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