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TOWN OF DEWEY-HUMBOLDT  
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT  

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
DECEMBER 16, 2010, 10:00 A.M.  

 
A REGULAR MEETING OF THE DEWEY-HUMBOLDT BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
WAS HELD ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2010, AT THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY, 
2735 CORRAL STREET, HUMBOLDT, ARIZONA. 

1.  Call To Order.  The meeting was called to order at 10:00a.m.  
2.  Opening Ceremonies. 

2.1.  Invocation.  A moment of silence was led by Lydia Chapman.  
2.2.  Pledge of Allegiance. Made.  

3.  Roll Call. Bob Bowman, Odis Brockman, Lydia Chapman, Jack Hamilton, and 
Doyle Wiste were present. 
4.  Special Agenda. 

4.1 Appointment of a Chairman and Vice Chairman to the Board.  The board 
members discussed the appointment of a Chairman and Vice Chairman.  Bob 
Bowman nominated Lydia Chapman as Chairman.  Doyle Wiste seconded 
the nomination.  Jack Hamilton nominated Bob Bowman as Vice Chairman.  
Lydia Chapman seconded the nomination.  The nominations were approved 
unanimously. 

4.2 Discussion on information received at the Arizona Planning Association 
Conference in Phoenix, November 4, 2010 regarding the role and procedures 
of the Board of Adjustment.  Chair Chapman spoke on attending the Arizona 
Planning Association conference in November.  She asked each member of 
their perception of the role of Board of Adjustment; some of those perceptions 
being: the need for variances, change of zoning, BOA being the final appeal 
after P&Z ruling; to interpret zoning ordinances; applicants needing to prove 
hardship due to geographics; variances being carefully decided; and the BOA 
being quasi-legal.  There was discussion of not granting a variance for a “use” 
that is not permitted; and BOA not setting precedents but rather doing it for 
posterity.  
There was discussion on the difference between Title 11 County Boards of 
Adjustment and Title 9 Municipal Boards of Adjustment. 
Chair Chapman asked for copies of the Planning & Zoning Handbook for the 
members that don’t have a copy; she summarized from the handbook about 
not being able to make laws or change zoning laws.  There was discussion on 
the Town Code vs. P&Z Handbook; conflict between the two; Council and 
P&Z (not BOA) being able to modify Town Code; and the Town Code being 
the law and the P&Z Handbook being a reference.  There was discussion on 
reviewing materials and then meeting in mid-January to study the role and 
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legal authority of the BOA; and resolving issues of disagreements between 
the Town Code and the P&Z Handbook. There was agreement to have a 
training session on the role of the BOA, however, not bringing in a specialized 
trainer unless the Board can’t agree on an issue. 
There was discussion on non-conforming uses; non-conforming lots; 
variances; setbacks; and medical dwellings. 
There was discussion on evidence being presented to BOA being a hearing 
of the evidence; not having ex parte communication between P&Z and BOA; 
the issue of 3 of the BOA members serving on both the P&Z Commission and 
the BOA because those 3 members have information that the rest of the BOA 
doesn’t have; and the possible legal issues if the BOA makes a ruling that 
agrees with P&Z. 
There was a suggestion to add a Comment/Question Period agenda item for 
anyone wanting having questions or comments on any topics not being 
discussed during the meeting to have a chance, however, there will be no 
discussion on what has transpired during the meeting; not to exceed 5 
minutes; and not when the BOA meets for a hearing.   
There was a suggestion and discussion on removing the Invocation and 
Pledge of Allegiance from the beginning of the BOA meeting unless the Board 
is hearing a case.  The Board agreed unanimously to remove the invocation 
from all meetings.  There was a 4-1 vote to have the Pledge of Allegiance at 
all meetings with Jack Hamilton voting no. 

4.3 Possible recommendation of changes to the Rules and Procedures of the 
Board.  There was discussion on having a work session to review the Rules 
and Procedures prior to making recommendations for changes.   

5.  Comments from the Public.  No comments received.  
6.  Adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.  
 
 
 ____________________________  
Lydia Chapman, Chair   
 
ATTEST:   
 
 _____________________________ 
Linda M. Baker, Records Manager/Admin Assistant 
 

 


